Unilateral eyelid suture increases GABAA receptors in cat visual cortex.
We have examined the number, characteristics and distribution of GABAA receptor in the visual cortex of normal cats and in cats monocularly deprived by unilateral eyelid suture from early in postnatal life. Receptor densities were about 100% higher in the deprived animals than in their normal counterparts. No changes in receptor affinity were noted. The GABAA receptor increase appeared to affect all laminae in the visual cortex. The results suggest that an increase in GABAA receptors may underlie or result from the physiological consequences of early monocular deprivation.